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“What | reaffirmed through ASEP “

Fukui Senior High School
affiliated with Fukui University of Technology

Yoshiki Imagawa

| have participated in WYM and ASEP as a teacher at Fukui Commercial High School and Ritsumeikan
Moriyama High School. This time, | joined AESP as a new participant from Fukui High School. It has been a
long time since my last participation.

It was amazing that the students' ICT skills, as well as the variety of applications they use, have improved.
As long as | saw the Q&A sessions, their English communication skills have also improved dramatically. However,
few Japanese students answered the questions. It was a moment that made me realize again that English
education in Japan should focus on not only the skill to express their own opinions but also the skill to interact with
others.

We learned a lot from the coronavirus pandemic. One of the examples is the online meeting. It's easy to
access and frequent to use. Our students participated in a lot of online meetings to exchange ideas and
coordinate with the Taiwanese students. Overcoming the challenges of miscommunication is one of the learning
experiences of WYM and ASEP. When they were able to reach a mutual consensus, there was applause and
joy from both sides. It is said that experience is demanded even for learning, | think this kind of experience is
valuable.

| think the theme of this year's ASEP was a very good one that can raise a variety of issues depending on
different points of view. The presentations were diverse and provided good opportunities to think about the world
from the participants’ circumstances. Therefore, it would have been better if all teams had a chance to listen to
and think about the presentations of all teams. Although the presentations were streamed online, outside the
presentation rooms, | saw some teams rehearsing their presentations, or the teams that had finished their
presentations were looking at their smartphones or chatting with each other. | thought they had lost precious
opportunities to think about the world from different viewpoints. We teachers should teach our students to listen
the other presentations carefully and respectfully. In other words, we teacher should show respect for the other
teachers involved in the instructions. My team had started practicing outside, so | sent them back to the
presentation room and told them to listen and think about global issues. They said that it was fruitful for them to
think about the world issues from the different viewpoints.

Analyzing and thinking about various issues in the world from the perspective of students. They overcome the
"conflicts" in communication during the preparation stage, think about their own actions, and communicate them.
ASEP and WYM are valuable opportunities for these experiences. Unfortunately, English classes in the
classroom cannot provide this level of experience. | am grateful to the teachers who have kept ASEP and WYM
going for more than 20 years. While there are a lot of overseas programs in which students participate just as
guests, ASEP and WYM are very different in that both are created by the students on their initiative. =~ Knowledge
and thinking skills are necessary, but above all, this valuable experience is a great learning for them.

| hope that ASEP and WYM will continue even after the teachers are replaced. | would like to continue to be
involved in both events in any way | can. | hope that ASEP will further develop into a place where students of

different nationalities, cultures, and languages can think about and share the world through collaborative work.
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ASEP Report

Fukui Senior High School
affiliated with Fukui University of Technology
The 18t Grade Toa Ono

We had been preparing for the program of ASEP for about 2 months. We used a lot of time for the meeting in
the morning and during lunchtime to think about the contents of the presentation, human beings, and the solution.
We also worked on the communication with Taiwan students. As the day of ASEP was closing, we started the
online meeting with Taiwanese students and got over a lot of problems, such as the barrier of language and
different opinions. As we discussed many times in the preparation term, the relationship became strong and | felt
a sense of accomplishment, satisfaction for finishing ASEP, and a big frustration in the result of 3 place, which is
the feeling of being less in a dairy life.

After | visited Taiwan school, | could communicate with various students and my bias to Taiwan was moved
away, which became the chance to see each person’s features. Also, | recognized they have absolutely different
thinking from the Japanese. Although there was a barrier of language, | understood it is not only English, but it is
important to show our respect, and open hearts to others to create a deep relationship. | also found a lot of culture
shock, but | could separate whether | could accept or not, and even if it was hard to accept, | could admit them
from the communication with Taiwanese students and my host family.

Then, in the ASEP competition, | stood on the stage with a feeling of great nervousness. However, when |
was standing on the stage, | had confidence like | saw all my efforts. From this experience, | made sense of the
words the meaning of “efforts are related to confidence”. Actually, | forgot some parts of my speech, but as |
remembered overall the contents that | wanted to say from practicing again and again with my teammates, | could
paraphrase immediately. Mr. Imagawa had told us about Steven Jobs, who practiced hundreds of times to make
his speech like improvisation. | realized the practice means that it helps us remind or paraphrase the sentence
immediately. The result was 3™ place, and | couldn’t satisfy, but the result of participating with my every teammate
was the best for me.

My homestay family also helped me a lot and they supported us too. | could get over the barrier of language
by smiling and true feeling like | wanted to be close with them. | am really appreciating them.

For the last, this experience became the most important and valuable thing. From this experience, | realized
the importance of teammates, communicating, and admitting people. | also learned | should keep making efforts
too. Now, | have a great amount of appreciation started to Mr. Imagawa, Ms. Tae, Ms. Melody, school-related staff,

and especially my teammates who were working hard with me.
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ASEP Report

Fukui Senior High School
affiliated with Fukui University of Technology
The 1st Grade Rem Matsuura

| studied abroad in Kaohsiung, Taiwan for seven days. In Taiwan, | experienced many things during my short

time there. There were difficult things and fun things. In this report, | will share the skills | learned on my trip.
We prepared in Japan during our lunch breaks and after school and we decided that our group topic would be
about the problem of the violation of elderly peoples' rights. We exchanged our opinions remotely with Taiwanese
students so we could understand better. Also, we thought about how to make a PowerPoint presentation with what
we wanted to share with people and how. | don't often use PowerPoint to communicate something to other people,
so it was a new experience for me. Through my preparation for ASEP, | learned that thinking deeply about
something makes me more interested in it.

After arriving in Kaohsiung, at the host high school, we had our final planning session. As we talked, | was
able to speak short sentences without translating them mentally first. The Taiwanese students were very kind and
sometimes they waited until | could say what | wanted to say. For my part, | practiced many times so that | could
say the lines perfectly. | especially practiced using gestures to make it easier for the audience to understand what
| was trying to say. Also, | participated in English classes at school. The class was very relaxing, and | felt at home.
My classmates talked to me, and we talked a lot about family, hobbies, club activities, and so on. | was very
nervous, so | was very grateful for that, and it made me feel at ease at once.

On the day of the ASEP contest, there were high school students from Indonesia, Vietnam, Japan, Taiwan,
and many other Asian countries. After the opening ceremony, our group's presentation was coming up as we were
making final checks on our speeches. First, we asked questions to the group before us. Finally, it was our turn. |
went up on stage, greeted the audience, and waited for my turn to speak. | was very nervous, but | finished my
turn, and my part was a success. After the rest of the groups finished their speeches, there was a closing ceremony.
At the closing ceremony, groups from the various countries performed on stage. It was very refreshing to see the
individuality of each country in their performances. At the end of the event, we took pictures and exchanged
business cards with students from many countries.

Through this event, | was able to learn how wide the world is and how many different people there are in it. |
also felt that it was very rewarding to try my best to convey what | wanted to say in front of others through my
speech.

Additionally, | was able to experience many new things while staying with my host family. One of the most
interesting experiences was the night market. They usually took me to the night market for dinner. At the night
market, there was a wide variety of food, and just walking around was exciting. One of the most memorable was
stinky tofu. As the name suggests, the tofu has a strong smell. | will never forget that smell. Although there were
many things | was not used to and | learned more about Taiwanese culture, more importantly, | was able to grow
as a person through the homestay.

| would like to thank ASEP for providing me with the opportunity to learn about Taiwanese culture. My
experience with ASEP taught me about myself and | gained confidence by facing and overcoming challenges in a
new country. It also encouraged me to grow and adapt to new situations, such as the challenge of a new

environment and new relationships. These experiences are invaluable to me.
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ASEP Report

Fukui Senior High School
affiliated with Fukui University of Technology
The 15t Grade Akira Haba

When | heard about ASEP, | felt attracted to a discussion in English at the first shot and | decided to join it
even just a moment despite having club activity. My family was positive direction from the beginning because | told
them that | want to study abroad someday. Even in my club activity. | thought that it is difficult to have coaches'
understanding, but luckily | was cheered like "break a leg" by coaches. It is so lucky and happy for me. After that,
we kept in touch with students of Renwu Senior High School and, we, Japanese members discussed it even in
the morning, at lunchtime, and after school. Our opinions were sometimes disagreed, but we made full use of our
English and told Renwu Senior High School's students our thoughts without giving up, also we thought that are
there some parts we can agree on. | guess that being able to face seriously helped us improve our English skill
and debating skills, and also that helped us make fun and deep life. After arriving in Taiwan, | was always smiling
because it was fun for me to communicate with the members. | could separate my mindset between practicing
and resting. Being close to classmates, receiving some presents, and getting an opportunity to join some activities
together would support me. | was getting tired because of the difference in lifestyle though. | was afraid of my
English even contacting on LINE, and | often used a translator, then | thought that | want to believe in my English.
So | decided to quick response as my issue, and | cared about using my expressions. As a result, | could be good
at reaction in English. Also, in addition to a reaction, | could add statements or questions to expand on a topic,
then | could approach my goal. It's also important to try to know their cultures. For example, being interested in
their language like "How do you say in Chinese?". Through these things, we also could reach the second purpose,
international companionship. In a tournament, we changed sentences immediately before, we cared about
movement of cooperation, and we practiced Q&A, then | was afraid because there were a lot of things | had to
remember. However, | did steady repetitive practices a lot until immediately before for other members, teachers,
also people who cheered us to make no mistakes and do my performance. | was aware of telling other people with
gestures and accents in sentences during my performance. Being able to care about "presentation skills" rather
than "making no mistake" was the result of my effort. And, | got heartwarming with other members' doing the best.
The members expressing their opinions were the most impressive for me. The members made me admiration,
Goals and Respect. | was so happy to have relation with such friends. In addition to the members' achievements,
| had achievements, too. One of them was being able to communicate proactively even when first met. | could call
out many people in a challenging mind with Japanese cultures, yukata, business cards, Japanese snacks, etc. In
these communications, | asked them from and Instagram, | praised their costume and presentation to expand on
a topic. As a result, | could make friends around the world!! And | could be confident in my English. | had a thing
to look forward to besides attending the tournament. It is home staying. | felt "Taiwanese eat a lot of foods". When
| told the host family I'm getting full, they were surprised. It was impressive for me. Although | was too full and |
was getting sick, | had great memories of my host student playing the piano for me and | overslept on the last day.
My host student was so shy and it was difficult for me to communicate with her. | have a regret because | wonder
if | could have her open heart more. So | feel like | want to try it one more time. At last, ASEP was an experience |
can feel | was glad to join it and it made me big achievements. | want members of this time to be mates who can
raise each other even after that. And then | want to study hard to use it in the future.



