Reflecting upon ASEP 2019

Hideki Yamamoto

Nara Prefectural Koriyama High School

First of all, | would like to say thank you for letting us join ASEP this year and giving us an opportunity to be part
of this international community. This is our school’s first-time participation in the program. In the era of globalization,
international programs like ASEP are seemingly becoming more important in that students have a chance to
acquire important competences or skills, such as intercultural communicative competence (Byram, 1997), and 21st
century skills (Griffin. Ed. 2014). ASEP also gives students variable experiences and great memories, which may
motivate their future learning. That is why | like this program and decided to join again after two years’ absence.
To be honest, this year’s project making was tough since there was a gap between junior and high school, and all
of the students participated in ASEP for the first time. We were eventually able to overcome difficulties, but there
are some things to improve for the future. Regarding the further improvements, | would like to reflect upon three

aspects in terms of our online interactions, cooperation, and project making.

Reflecting upon Online Interactions

Before actually meeting with each other, we had little chance to discuss and interact with each other through
the Internet. Due to difficulties of arranging our schedule since junior and high school students had term exams in
a different period of the semester, we only had synchronous sessions only a couple of times on LINE, for a short
time. Since it was a real-time synchronous discussion, it was hard for students from both schools to talk about the
project in details. On the other hand, students had hard time building a relationship with each other through the
asynchronous e-mail messages. Hrastinski, S. (2008) notes that the timing of asynchronous e-learning is better
when ‘reflecting on complex issue” or “when synchronous
meetings cannot be scheduled because of work, family, and other
commitments” while the timing of synchronous e-learning is better
when “discussing less complex issues”, “Getting acquainted”, or
“Planning tasks.” Taking these features into consideration, | felt |
need to plan what, when, and how we have online sessions more

effectively in the future.

Reflecting upon Cooperation

Trough ASEP, students had a lot of chance to cooperate with each other, but | feel we could have done differently.
Students spent a lot of time working separately since we did not have enough time to make the project together.
They just put together what individual students made beforehand. Johnson & Johnson (1994) notes five essential
elements for the successful cooperation: positive interdependence, individual and group accountability, promote
interaction (face to face), teaching the students the required interpersonal and small group skills, and group
processing. Regarding these elements, our students can be more interdependent so that they have more chance
to give feedback to each other, promoting group accountability. Next time, we need to plan more in details ahead,
with the focus on group processing, so that students have more active interactions and detailed negotiations on

the topic in a cooperative way.

Reflecting upon the Project Making



ASEP also provides an opportunity for students to make a project, which is great in that students have a chance
to have project-based learning. Watching presentations given by junior high school students this time, however, |
learned how to do a project more deeply and effectively. Their presentations were well structured and clear enough
to follow. They were presenting something they worked by themselves in their real lives. Their presentations were
quite intriguing. Presumably, that is because their presentations were based on their own projects, so they were
pretty much personalized. | have known that this is an important point, but we oftentimes tend to spend too much
time giving data or facts provided on the websites. Watching their presentations, | learned the importance of
investigation. According to Thomas (2000, p.3), “projects involve students in a constructive investigation. An
investigation is a goal directed process that involves inquiry, knowledge building, and resolution. Investigations
maybe design, decision-making, problem-finding, problem-solving, discovery, or model-building processes.”
Focusing more on investigation, hopefully, we will be able to do a better project which will lead to a better

presentation. Most importantly, students will be able to have more chance to learn.

Participating in ASEP, students gain a lot of opportunities to learn in the process of making a project of online
interactions, collaborative tasks, and making and presenting a project. Reflecting upon this year’s ASEP, | realized
that it is important to think about how meaningful asynchronous and synchronous interactions can be for a better
online discussion, how functional cooperation can be for better autonomous learning, and how deep the project
can be for a better presentation. | would like to do something based on the reflection next time. John Dewey,
American philosopher, psychologist, and educational reformer, once said “We do not learn from experience... We

learn from reflecting on experience.” | will try to keep learning from reflections through experience.
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Funatsu Ayako

Koriyama High School

| participated ASEP for the first time with the members from Taren Junior High School. This was

my first time to visit Taiwan, so | was really excited. | learned a lot of things through practicing our

presentation. We did not have much time to practice, so it was really hard to memorize, but | used
my spare time effectively to do that.

On the presentation day | was nervous and couldn't speak properly.
| was very frustrated. Some of them burst into tears. | was truly glad
that Taren Junior high students were so kind to us. They said to us “It
is not a problem!! Show me your smile.” Our presentation was not
perfect, but we could open up to each other. | thought, “it is important

to do our best and get something in the process, more than results.”

Also, my host family remains in my memory. They taught me a lot of things. And | had a valuable
experience thanks to them. They were really good to me. | talked with them and sat up late every
day. It was so much fun. | remember how much | did not want to go back home from first day of my
home stay. They said “You are an important member of my family. Come back whenever you
want. "When | have to say good bye to them, | was sad and not able to stop my tears. | will not forget
the time | spent with them.

Through joining ASEP, | met a lot of people. | was touched by Taiwanese’s kindness. In particular,
we became really good friends with my presentation members. | did not feel there is a difference
between our languages. We taught Japanese to them and we learned a lot of Chinese. Thanks to
them, | became interested in Chinese and now | would like to study Chinese at university. | am
thankful that | got to have the opportunity of meeting them. And | am thinking that it was a good thing
that | participated in ASEP. | hope | can use what | learned through this experience at ASEP in the
future.



ASEP2019

Chiharu Hirata
Koriyama High School

I participated in ASEP2019 on December 27" with my school members. This is my first time to take part in ASEP’s project.
This year’s ASEP theme was SDGs. SDGs mean the Sustainable Development Goals. It was launched on January first, 2016
with the 17 Sustainable Development Goals of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, and there are 169 targets under
those goals.

Our team gave a presentation about problems in Nara and Taiwan. Nara’s problem is what has been happening in Nara park.
There is trashed garbage by tourists and accidentally, a lot of deer swallow it. This is very dangerous problem for deer. In
Taiwan, there has a problem of #14, which is Life below water. There are lot of garbage inTaiwan’s beach. I don’t have ocean
in Nara, but Taiwan is a small island surrounded by the sea, so the problem of #14 is serious in Taiwan.

This program made me realize the serious global problems. And, I learned that we need to make efforts to solve the global
problems. There were a lot of ideas in other team’s presentations. And I hope to realize these ideas in the future. For example,

use rice straw, reduce plastic bottles and carry out 3R (reduce, reuse, recycling). We should do these things to make our better

I experienced and learned many things in Taiwan. This was my first trip there.
Taiwan has many different points from Japan. For example, some Taiwanese wear the
thick clothes though Taiwan is warmer than Nara in winter, so I thought they are more
sensitive to cold than Japanese people. And, we can’t flush with toilet paper when using
a toilet in Taiwan. We have to trash toilet paper to the wastebasket because a sewer pipe
is narrow. I was surprised when I heard it, but areas with this system are by no means
small in the world. I had culture shock and I thought Japan is a country blessed with
| facilities.

I hope all people can live safely and comfortably, and we must preserve the natural

" environment. We can change the world.
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