4 Mount Fuji (446 words)

Hello everyone, my name is Gary. I am a junior student at N.F.U. Today, I am going to talk about Mount Fuji. The keywords of my presentation are - more than a mountain.
Mount Fuji is for most Japanese a symbol of Japan. This mountain is also well known outside Japan. The mountain has been featured in movies about Japan. Visitors to Japan often say they want to climb it. Yet many Japanese have never done it.

First off, let me give you an outline of my talk. To start I will talk about the geology and geography of Mt. Fuji. Then I will talk a little about its changing appearance. After that I will talk about what it means to the Japanese people. Finally, I would like to give you some tips about visiting there.

Mount Fuji, as everyone knows, is not an active volcano. Scientists say that it formed over 100, 000 years ago. It last erupted in December of 1707. Mt. Fuji is visible from Tokyo. It borders two prefectures; Shizuoka and Yamanashi. There are also 5 lakes and 3 small cities surrounding it. These cities are popular tourist areas. *1
Fuji’s location and its shape contribute to its changing look. The warm wet winds come off the sea and climb the mountain. This creates many kinds of clouds. These clouds alter Fuji’s appearance on a daily basis. *2 To fully appreciate the beauty of Mt. Fuji you should take a minute to gaze on it every day. This might be difficult unless you live near it. If you have an internet connection please try ‘http://live-fuji.jp’. 

This mountain has been described as the mother of all Japanese. Its everlasting beauty is the heart of Japan. It is to some people a sacred mountain. Women were not allowed to climb it until the Meiji era. *3 This mountain symbolizes the strength and timelessness of Japan.

Once sacred and now a popular climbing spot; Mt. Fuji draws people from everywhere.

In Japan people have dreamed climbing it once in their lifetime. Many visitors to Japan also want to climb it. Are you interested in climbing this mountain? If yes, the best time is between July 1st and August 27th. At this time there are manned stations where you can stop to rest. Please remember to be considerate and don’t litter. Remember this is a sacred place. 

Today I have said a little about Japan’s most famous mountain. Its geology, geography, appearance and what it means to the Japanese. I hope that you can see it for yourself someday. If not; try the internet or check out the prints of Katsuhiko Hokusai. His 36 Views of Mt. Fuji are very beautiful.
*1 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mount_Fuji 

*2 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mount_Fuji 

*3 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mount_Fuji
