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	Hello everyone, my name is Gary.

I am a junior student at N.F.U. 

Today, I am going to talk about Inuyama Castle. 

The keywords of my presentation are - a small treasure.

 
When North Americas think of old Japan, they think of samurai, temples and tea houses. 

Not many people would say castles. 

Castles are a very European idea for most people. 

They think of the large solid buildings of England. 

Or they might think of the fairytale castles of Germany. 

I tell them that Japan has a history of castle building. 

Then I tell them about my favourite castle. 

It is only a few hours ride from Mihama.
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	I will give you an outline about my presentation. 

Firstly, I will tell you about the history of castle building in Japan. 

Then I will talk about some famous castles in Japan. 

After that, I talk about my favourite castle in Inuyama city. 

Lastly, I want to suggest a great way to appreciate this castle.
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	The archetypical Japanese castle developed in the Momoyama period.*1

It was daimyo Nobunaga’s Azuchi castle that changed the way castles were used. 

This castle was a fortress but also a centre for political, cultural and economic purposes. 

The look of castles shifted from crude fortresses to beautiful works of architecture. *2

*1 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Azuchi%E2%80%93Momoyama_period

*2 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Azuchi_Castle
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	One of the most famous castles in Japan is Himeji castle. 

Himeji castle is a UNESCO World Heritage Site. 

It is not only functional but also beautiful. 

It is moving to look at. 

At Himeji castle we can see many of the main features of a Japanese castle. 

These include the large stone base, white walls and the layout of the buildings. 

This truly is a magnificent construction. 

That is why it is the most visited castle in Japan today. *3

To see the oldest original castle in Japan, than look no further than Inuyama. *4

*3 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Himeji_castle

*4 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Inuyama_castle
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	The original building of this castle is said to have started in 1440. 

It wasn’t until 1620 that it was finished.*5 

The castle itself is relatively small. 

But it will give you a very good idea of the lifestyle of the rulers and their samurai. 

I think the best thing about this castle is its location. 

It sits on a hill overlooking the Kiso River. 

The city of Inuyama is stretching out behind it. 

The walkway around the top floor of the donjon affords one an amazing view. 
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	Now let me suggest the best way to appreciate this castle. 

Once your tour is done, I suggest picking up a boxed lunch and heading for the river. 

Did I mention that you should do this in the spring? 

This season is by far the best time to go. 

Why? 

Because the Kiso River and the castle hill is lined with cherry trees! 

The beauty of all these things is an amazing sight.
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	Today, I have said a little about Japanese castles in general. 

Also I talked about and about my favourite castle in Inuyama. 

I strongly urge you to go and see Inuyama castle for yourself in the spring. 

It is well worth the trip.



Presentation outline



history of castle building in Japan

famous Japanese castles

Inuyama castle

suggestions





I will give you an outline about my presentation. 



Firstly, I will tell you about the history of castle building in Japan. 



Then I will talk about some famous castles in Japan. 



After that, I talk about my favourite castle in Inuyama city. 



Lastly, I want to suggest a great way to appreciate this castle.
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One of the most famous castles in Japan is Himeji castle. 



Himeji castle is a UNESCO World Heritage Site. 



It is not only functional but also beautiful. 



It is moving to look at. 



At Himeji castle we can see many of the main features of a Japanese castle. 



These include the large stone base, white walls and the layout of the buildings. 



This truly is a magnificent construction. 



That is why it is the most visited castle in Japan today. *3



To see the oldest original castle in Japan, than look no further than Inuyama. *4



*3 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Himeji_castle



*4 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Inuyama_castle
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Now let me suggest the best way to appreciate this castle. 



Once your tour is done, I suggest picking up a boxed lunch and heading for the river. 



Did I mention that you should do this in the spring? 



This season is by far the best time to go. 



Why? 



Because the Kiso River and the castle hill is lined with cherry trees! 



The beauty of all these things is an amazing sight.
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Today, I have said a little about Japanese castles in general. 



Also I talked about and about my favourite castle in Inuyama. 



I strongly urge you to go and see Inuyama castle for yourself in the spring. 



It is well worth the trip.
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The original building of this castle is said to have started in 1440. 



It wasn’t until 1620 that it was finished.*5 



The castle itself is relatively small. 



But it will give you a very good idea of the lifestyle of the rulers and their samurai. 



I think the best thing about this castle is its location. 



It sits on a hill overlooking the Kiso River. 



The city of Inuyama is stretching out behind it. 



The walkway around the top floor of the donjon affords one an amazing view. 
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The archetypical Japanese castle developed in the Momoyama period.*1



It was daimyo Nobunaga’s Azuchi castle that changed the way castles were used. 



This castle was a fortress but also a centre for political, cultural and economic purposes. 



The look of castles shifted from crude fortresses to beautiful works of architecture. *2





*1 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Azuchi%E2%80%93Momoyama_period



*2 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Azuchi_Castle
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Hello everyone, my name is Gary.

 

I am a junior student at N.F.U. 



Today, I am going to talk about Inuyama Castle. 



The keywords of my presentation are - a small treasure.



 

When North Americas think of old Japan, they think of samurai, temples and tea houses. 



Not many people would say castles. 



Castles are a very European idea for most people. 



They think of the large solid buildings of England. 



Or they might think of the fairytale castles of Germany. 



I tell them that Japan has a history of castle building. 



Then I tell them about my favourite castle. 



It is only a few hours ride from Mihama.
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