What we should do in ASEP — Four chances in ASEP
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Four chances
“Traveling and Learning” was very difficult theme for teen-age students with little
experience of traveling. Our students wanted to finish the satisfactory outline before
they would meet Taiwanese members. But they couldn’t finish. We, Japanese
members, visited Kaohsiung with anxiety about that.
But, after the ASEP presentation, farewell party and awarding ceremony, all the
members of our team could have a satisfaction and sense of achievement. Why? Let’s
consider that from “Four chances.”

1. Chance that students can use English positively for ordinary communication

At first, ASEP collaboration starts with a self-introduction on Facebook. Our
students began to communicate on LINE soon and discuss the topic of the
presentation and the date of online communication and so on by using English.

During the stay in Kaohsiung, they could enjoy an English communication
through a sightseeing tour, homestay, the preparation of presentation and other scenes.
After ASEP, they continue to communicate on the Internet. English is used not as a
school work but as a essential tool for better communication.

2. Chance that students think how to overcome when there is a
misunderstanding

As I said earlier, students wanted to finish the satisfactory outline before they
would meet Taiwanese members in Kaohsiung. But they couldn’t. It was very
difficult for students to share what each member really thinks and form a consensus
just by using Internet communication although all members of Nanzan Kokusai are
returnee and good at using English. Then right after meeting with each other at
Taiwanese school, such a situation didn’t change.

In that eveving, one of my students said to me, “We, students, want to discuss by
ourselves.” She had a serious eyes. Taiwanese teacher and I left my students in the
meeting room and came out from the room. Then we talked about his or my family,
educational philosophy, for example, “Wating is very important for education.” We
agreed that we should to leave the decision to our students. After that I felt that we
could understand each other about each opinion and each humanity.

It seemed that students had a good time for discussing the outline face to face.
After 30 minutes, students just have decided the satisfactory outline mostly. Why did



“the time” come?

It is surely no accident. There is a common and big purpose in ASEP presentation,
regardless of national and school distinctions. “We want to tell something important
to the audience through our presentation.” ”We want to make a presentation that the
audience can be surprised and sympathize with our idea.” With such goals, students
try to make their presentation, checking whether the outline is consistent, thinking
what we want to tell to the audience, while referring to the ppt slides and script.

If there is a misunderstanding and students can’t communicate very well, they
should use other easier words, use gestures, explain something while showing
searched images and pictures on the Internet. Then students can reach a consensus.

This process is necessary for making a ASEP presentation, regardless of the
number of ASEP experiences. There is no only one way to make a success. Having
ASEP experiences or not, it is the real pleasure for ASEP participants to experience
the process from “misunderstanding” to “mutual understanding” together, I think.

3. Chance that students can know each other very well, except making a
presentation.

Every year my students enjoy the Kaohsiung sightseeing tour with Taiwanese
students on the first day. Even when the preparation of presentation isn’t going well,
we never change this plan. Through the sightseeing tour, students become to feel
similarities as a high school students, try to make friends each other not only as a
member of presentation group.

Such good relationships also make use of preparing the presentation. After that,
even if there is a misunderstanding in making the presentation, students become to be
able to share what they want to say. Although students may feel that only 70% of the
goal was achieved, they can finish making a consistent and convincing presentation
finally.

4. Chance that is possible to achieve for each student

In a practice of presentation, one students can speak with clear pronunciation and
gesture. Another student is not used to speaking by English in front of others. There
are some presentation methods to tell something effectively. But not all students can
make use of such methods. A student who is shy can not change suddenly. But I think
we should not have negative thoughts about that.

Each student is useful in his/her own way. So, each student may have his/her own
goal. For example, I ask one student, who can speak English very well and has a
positive attitude, a high—level presentation skills. On the other hand, I say to one



student, who is shy but can speak each word politely, “Good! Next, please emphasize
only this word in this sentence.” We should let students set his/her own goal. One
student should not have a script, the other student may have a script, I think.

Valuing diversity is very important for ASEP. If teachers don’t value diversity
among students and impose one-sided presentation skills on them, students will not
be able to get a sense of achievement. As a result, the team will not be able to get a
good result.

To make use of the know-how which we got in ASEP history

Probably participants who join in ASEP for the first time don’t know much about
what they should do. But we have knowledge, views and skills which have been
cultivated throughout ASEP history of 16 years. We share them and do what should
we do. If we do that, many other students and teachers will be able to feel great
pleasure in international exchange like ASEP, ICT education and active learning. It’s
also a great joy for me.
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